
Example lecture notes

I have produced this document in response to an e-mail from a student, who sent me their own 
lecture notes to help me answer a query. 

I was quite disturbed by how little the student had written and how almost everything I said about 
hypotheses, and about the experimental approaches taken to answer them, was entirely missing.

Staff in general have been becoming increasingly concerned about students apparently learning less 
and less from lectures, something that seems to have grown with the use of computers in the lecture 
hall. Many colleagues assume this is because the screens of those computers actually show 
Facebook etc., but another possibility is that using keyboards restricts rapid note-taking. 
Significantly, the notes sent to me were on a computer file.

I have therefore played the role of a student for my own lecture, taking notes pretty much as I would
have taken them if I had been sitting with you. The only difference is that I used loose paper for this
exercise to make photography easier, whereas I use hard-backed books for taking notes in real 
lectures (we staff still attend many lectures, of course, as part of our lives as researchers and 
scholars).

The photos of the 12 pages represent the level of detail all staff would expect you to capture in any 
typical lecture. My real undergrad lecture notes (which I still have on the shelves of my office) look 
very similar. Apologies for the writing – making rapid lecture notes has this effect – but the purpose
of these notes is not to help you revise directly, but to illustrate what is expected.
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